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APPENDIX TO THE BEP0BT, BEING AN HISTOBICAL ACCOUNT OF THE 
CUNNINGHAM FUND. 

In compliance with the wish of the Academy, we have prepared the 
following statement respecting the origin and history of the Cunning- 
ham Fund : — 

Timothy Cunningham,* of Gray's Inn, by his will, dated the 10th of 
June, 1789, bequeathed to the Royal Irish Academy a sum of £1000 
to be laid out in such funds as they should think proper, and the inte- 
rest to be disposed of in such premiums as they should think proper, 
for the improvement of natural knowledge and other objects of their 
Institution. By the said will he appointed the Eev. Thomas Hussey 
executor thereof, who duly proved the same, and obtained probate on 
the 16th June, 1789, from the Prerogative Court of Canterbury. The 
net amount of the bequest, namely, £1072 (Irish), was transmitted to 
the Academy in December, 1789. A committee was appointed for the 
disposal of it; and on their recommendation, it was resolved that it 
should be invested in Ballast Board Debentures, £28 being added to 
make up the round sum of £1100. This resolution was, however, 
not carried into effect. A sum of £1000 out of the fund was allowed 
to remain in the hands of the Treasurer, the Hon. William Burton 
Conyngham,f as a loan at 4 per cent. ; and the remainder was applied 
to the general purposes of the Academy. 

At Mr. Conyngham's death, in 1797, he remained indebted to the 
Academy in the full amount of his loan. The whole was, however, 
afterwards paid off by his representatives by instalments, the last of 
which was received in March, 1 804. These instalments, as they fell in, 
were expended for general purposes, particularly — as will appear 
hereafter — on the repair of the premises of the Academy. 

In March, 1800, when a sum of £892 9*. 6d. was still outstanding 
in the hands of Mr. Conyngham's representatives, the Academy pre- 
sented a petition to the Irish Parliament for a grant in aid of their funds. 
In this they stated, among other things, that " the Academy had been 
put to very heavy expenses by the fall of different parts of the house, 
and obliged to lay out in repairs large sums belonging to a private 
fund, appropriated by the donor to particular purposes, and were not 
able to replace them;" and they expressed a hope "that a sum of £1000 
would not be deemed too much for its relief." In answer to this peti- 
tion, the Parliament, by the Act 40 Geo. 3, c. 60, sec. 3, granted a sum 
of £1000 Irish for the purposes of the Institution generally. The net 
amount of the grant, £970 Irish, was increased to £977 5a. Id. out of 



* For an account of Mr. Cunningham, and a list of his writings, sec Gilbert's " His- 
tory of Dublin," vol. iii. 

f From a confusion with, the name of this gentleman, the fund is often erroneously 
denominated the " Conyngham Fund" in the proceedings of the Council. 
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the funds of the Academy, and with this sum Government Three-and- 
a-Half per Cent. Debentures to the amount of £1400 were immediately 
purchased. 

The last instalment of Mr. Cunningham's Bequest having "been 
paid, the Treasurer -was authorised by the Academy to vest in the 
Ballast Office Securities bo much of the money of the Academy as he 
should think proper. No investment, however, took place in conse- 
quence, either at this period or for a number of years afterwards. 
Though the Cunningham Bequest was thus received in full from the 
representatives of Mr. Conyngham, the name of the Cunningham Fund 
has since the year 1812 been applied, not to the moneys resulting from 
that bequest, but to the Parliamentary grant ; and the Three and a-Half 
per Cents, purchased with this grant have been regarded as affected 
with the trusts of Mr. Cunningham's will. This view, which was cer- 
tainly incorrect, was first put forward in the report of a committee ap- 
pointed in the year 1812, to examine into the state of the funds of the 
Academy; and was tacitly adopted and acted on by subsequent com- 
mittees down to the year 1843, when, as we shall see, it was thought 
right to take the opinion of counsel on the subject 

In 1819, a special committee was appointed to consider and report 
on the state of the Cunningham Fund. This committee, understanding 
by the words " Cunningham Fund" those moneys which had been in- 
vested in Government Stock, reported that the total amount of interest 
on the fund, received both from the Hon. Mr. Conyngham and the Three- 
and-a-Half per Cents., exceeded the amount expended by the Academy 
on premiums and medals by £731 St. Qd. They recommended that 
the Academy should add to the fund a sum sufficient to make it up to 
the even amount of £1600, which should be taken as forming the per- 
manent fund of the Cunningham Bequest.* 

The whole interest on the fund thus constituted was not expended 
in premiums and medals ; so that in the year 1843 the fund standing to 
the credit of the Academy, and regarded as the Cunningham Fund, is 
stated in the case submitted to counsel to have amounted to £ 1 6 6 5 As. 2d. , 
besides a sum of £262 19*. 6d., part of the interest accrued since 1819 
due to the fund by the Academy. 

Counsel, having been consulted in the same year on the question 
whether the Three-and-a-Half per Cents, funded in 1800 and 1819 
were to be regarded as legally constituting the Cunningham Fund, 
gave the opinion that after such a lapse of time, and so many acts of 
the Academy, this stock must be taken as appropriated for that pur- 
pose, and affected with the trusts of the Cunningham Bequest 



* The committee also recommended that an account, should be opened under the 
head of " Cunningham Premiums ;" and that the different sums received and expended 
for that account should for the future be regularly entered in it, instead of being, as often 
heretofore, mixed up with the general accounts of the Academy. This account, how- 
ever, was not opened. 
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The present amount standing to the credit of the Cunningham Fund 
in the New Three per Cents, is £1775 12*. Id. 

So far ■with respect to the Financial History of the Fund. 

In examining the 'way in which the proceeds of the fund have been 
expended in premiums and medals, we have found it impossible, from 
the accounts of the Academy or from the minutes of the proceedings of 
the Council, to ascertain with certainly in every instance of the award 
of a prize or medal, whether the amount of the one or the cost of the 
other was supplied from the Cunningham Fund, or from the general 
funds of the Academy. "We have, therefore, thought it better to give a 
detailed history of all the honorary rewards given by the Academy 
since its foundation, for scientific, literary, or antiquarian papers or other 
writings, from whatever source the cost of those rewards may have been 
defrayed. 

The first suggestion which appears in the Proceedings of the 
Council of a prize to be offered by the Academy for an essay occurs 
under the date of June 5, 1790. It was then proposed that a premium 
of £20 shall be given for the best essay upon the " Analysis of the 
Lucan "Waters." And there is added on the Minutes the following 
query : — " "Whether an inquiry after the best dyeing ingredients to be 
found in this country be not a fit subject for a premium." But no 
action seems to have been taken in consequence of this proposal or 
query. 

The Council on July 10, 1790, resolved, in compliance with the 
trusts of the Cunningham Bequest, to announce in the public journals 
that a premium of £20 would be given for the best experimental in- 
vestigation on any subject of natural philosophy, with a particular 
preference to researches tending to the improvement of arts and manu- 
factures; the premium to be adjudged on the 16th of March in the fol- 
lowing year. 

Three papers were sent in to compete for the prize — 

1. Entitled " A Be view of the Properties of simple Earths, and the 
uses to which they may be applied in the establishment or use of 
Potteries." 

2. " Discovery of a mode of making Pearl-white." 

3. " Description of two new Standards for "Weights and Mea- 
sures." 

The prize was adjudged to the third essay, provided that on trial 
of certain apparatus described in it, it should appear that by means of 
this apparatus an accurate standard of weights and measures might be 
constructed. But no further mention appears either of the apparatus 
or of the essay. 

On October 8, 1791, an anonymous letter was laid before the Council, 
from which the following is an extract :■ — " It has occurred to me that 
it would serve the interest of Ireland, if the Irish Academy would* adopt 
the scheme of giving premiums in money or medals for essays on subjects 
which tend to promote the happiness of the people, as practised by 
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many of the foreign academies. I hare no doubt but a fund would soon 
be created, if the plan were adopted and its purposes announced. To 
make a beginning, I here enclose a Bank note for £100, which you will 
please to deliver to the President or Vice-President at the next meeting 
of the Academy : 

" Fifty pounds for the best system of National Education, which 
shall include the children of the labouring poor, and the means of 
establishing it ; 

"Fifty pounds for the best treatise on the means of providing em- 
ployment for the people: 

" To be adjudged by the Academy." 

These prizes were accordingly announced to the public. 

The premium on the first subject was awarded to Dr. Stephen 
Dickson, for his essay, printed in vol. iv. of the Transactions ; and a 
sum of £20 from the Cunningham Fund was voted to Mr. George Hey 
Treanor, for his essay on the same subject. 

The premium for the best essay on the employment of the people 
was awarded to Samuel Crumpe, M. D. His essay, published as a 
separate work in 1793, has always borne a high reputation. 

In June, 1792, the Academy offered a prize of £50 from the Cun- 
ningham Fund for the best es3ay in answer to the question — " What 
are the manures most advantageously applicable to the several sorts of 
soil, and the causes of their beneficial effects in each particular in- 
stance ?" 

Gold medals were at the same time offered for the best essay on 
each of the following subjects : — 

1. "On style in writing, considered with respect to thoughts and 
sentiments, as well as words ; and as indicating the writer's peculiar 
and characteristic disposition, habits, and powers of mind." 

And, 2. " An historical inquiry into the ancient and present state 
of the Irish language, with the causes and remedies of the obscurity of 
ancient Irish manuscripts." 

It was announced that essays on any of these subjects would be 
received in either the English, French, Italian, or Latin languages. 

The author of the successful essay on Manures was the celebrated 
Eichard Kirwan. It is printed in vol. v. of the " Transactions." 

An essay on the subject of Style, by the Rev. Eobert Burrowes, 
D. D., appears in the " Transactions," vol. v., but it does not appear to 
have been sent in to compete for the prize. 

In December, 1795, a premium of £50 from the Cunningham 
Fund was offered for the best essay on the following subject: — " To 
what manufactures are the natural advantages of Ireland best suited, 
and what are the best modes of improving such manufactures ?" 

Gold medals were at the same time offered for the best essays on 
each of the following subjects : — 

" On the variation of English prose composition from the Ee volu- 
tion to the present time;" 

PEOC. B. i. a. — VOL. VII. 3 M 
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And " The authenticity and value of Irish manuscript histories of 
ages prior to that of Henry II." 

The Cunningham prize was awarded to William Preston, Esq., for 
his essay on Irish manufactures ; and a gold medal to Mr. Thomas 
"Wallace, A.B., for his essay on the variations of English style since the 
Bevolution. The latter essay is printed in vol. vi. of the Transactions. 

In February, 1798, the Council nominated a committee of five 
persons to select three questions to be proposed for prize essays — one 
in science, one in polite literature, and one in antiquities. But we 
do not find that this committee made any report or recommendation to 
the Council. 

In October, 1798, the Academy received from a gentleman in 
England, whose name was not disclosed, a sum of £50 British, which 
he desired should be proposed as a premium for the best essay " On 
the mischievous effects produced by too great credulity in times of 
civil commotion." The Academy, though considering the inquiry not 
to fall strictly within their province, yet, unwilling to disappoint the 
good intentions of the donor, consented to undertake the adjudication 
of the prize. But it seems not to have been awarded to any one. An 
essay on Credulity by Wm. Preston, Esq., is printed in vol. xi. of the 
Transactions ; but it does not appear to have competed for the prize. 

In May, 1799, a premium of £50 from the Cunningham Fund was 
offered for the best essay in answer to the question — " Can any sub- 
stitute for bark be advantageously used in tanning?" 

Gold medals were also offered for the best essay on each of the fol- 
lowing subjects : — 

1. "What judgment should be formed of the literary merit and 
moral tendency of -those pieces of German literature which have been 
lately translated into the English language, and to what probable 
causes should their peculiar style be attributed ?" And, 

2. "What proofs are extant of a state of civilization in Ireland 
superior to that of the adjacent countries in any period prior to the reign 
of Henry II.?" 

The prize for a new method of tanning was not awarded to the only 
candidate who produced an essay on the subject. An essay on the 
peculiarities of recent German writers was written by Mr. Preston, but 
withdrawn from competition ; it is printed in vol. viii. of the Transac- 
tions. On the question of Irish history no essay appears to have been 
sent in. 

In June, 1800, a premium of £100 was offered for the most de- 
tailed and accurate mineralogical and geological description of the 
county of Dublin, with specimens of the minerals found at an accessible 
depth. Gold medals were also offered for the best essays on each of 
the two following subjects : — 

" The origin and progress of rhyme ;" and, 

" The Brehon Laws of Ireland." 

A medal was adjudged to Theophilus Swift, Esq., for his essay on 
the former subject, printed in vol. ix. of the Transactions. There 
appears to have been no competition for the other prizes. 
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In November, 1803, the following were selected as the prize ques- 
tions, " under the will of the late Timothy Cunningham, Esq. :" — 

1. "What is the cause of the ascent and descent of the sap in 
vegetables at certain seasons ; and how far is this cause modified by the 
climate ?" 

2. "Are the origin and progress of the polite arts in any country, 
connected with and dependent on the political state of that country?" 

3. "What was the general character of the Brehon Laws of Ire- 
land, and what inferences may be drawn from them, in regard to the 
ancient circumstances of the country ?" 

A prize of £50 was to be given for the best essay on the first ques- 
tion, and a gold medal for the best essay on each of the other questions. 

The medal for the essay on the progress of the arts was awarded to 
that by William Preston, Esq., which is printed in vol. x. of the Trans- 
actions. 

In February, 1806, the following prize questions were proposed : — 

" What is the best method of applying turf or peat to useful pur- 
poses, exclusive of those which are usual in Ireland?" 

" What are the limits of poetic licence ?" 

" What are the principal obstacles to the knowledge of the Irish 
history previous to the year of our Lord one thousand one hundred ?" 

A premium of £50 out of the fund " bequeathed for such purposes 
by Timothy Cunningham, Esq., was offered for the best essay on the 
first question, and a gold medal for the best essay on each of the two 
other questions. 

Two essays on poetic licence were received, but neither of them 
was thought deserving of the medal. 

In May, 1808, one prize question only was proposed, namely, 
" What are the chemical preparations which are extensively useful in the 
arts of bleaching or dyeing, that are not manufactured in this country, 
and the materials of which are its natural products ; and what are the 
best processes for their preparation ?" 

In May, 1809, two subjects for prize essays were proposed : — 

1. "On the resemblance and probable identity of the electric and 
galvanic fluids." 

2. " On the influence of fictitious history on modern manners." 

A premium not exceeding £50 was offered for the best essay on 
each. 

A sum of £30 was adjudged to Miss Harriet Kiernan for her essay 
on the influence of fictitious history, printed in vol. xii. of the Trans- 
actions. 

In April, 1811, the following prize question was proposed: — 
" Whether, and how far, the cultivation of science and that of polite 
literature assist or obstruct each other ?" 

The full prize of £50 was awarded to the essay of William Phelan, 
Esq., A. B., printed in vol. xii. of the Transactions. 

In April, 1812, £50 were offered for the best essay " On the influenoe 
of Habit, considered in conjunction with the law of Novelty." A sum 
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of £30 was adjudged to William Phelan, Esq., for his essay on the 
subject ; and a sum of £30 to Andrew Carmichael, Esq. The essay by 
the latter gentleman will be found in vol. xii. of the Transactions. 

In May, 1813, a premium not exceeding £50 was offered for the 
best essay " On the effects of the discovery of Galvanism, both as re- 
garding the theory of Chemistry, and as an experimental agent." A 
sum of £40 was voted to Mr. M. Donovan for his essay on the subject. 
The substance of this essay was incorporated in a work published by 
Mr. Donovan in 1816, entitled, "An Essay on the origin, progress, and 
present state of Galvanism, containing investigations, experimental and 
speculative, of the principal doctrines offered for the explanation of its 
phenomena ; and' a statement of a new hypothesis." 

In May, 1814, the following was selected as the prize question : — 
" Does a country derive any advantages, and of what nature, from 
lateness of civilization ?" 

Two essays were sent in : one of them was not received, on the 
ground that the author "had transgressed the rules marked for such 
compositions by the usage of the Academy, by having introduced points 
of religious and political controversy;" the other essay was not deemed 
deserving of a prize. 

In May, 1815, the following subject was chosen : — " On the mix- 
ture of fable and fact in the early annals of Ireland, and the best modes 
of ascertaining what degree of credit those ancient documents are 
justly entitled to." The prize was awarded to Thomas "Wood, M. D., 
for Ms essay on this subject, which is printed in vol. xiii. of the Trans- 
actions. 

On May 13th of the same year it was resolved by the Council that the 
annual prize of £50 be for the current year divided into two parts of 
£25 each, and that, instead of one prize question proposed this year, 
two be substituted — one in science, and the other in polite literature. 
"No subjects, however, seem 'to have been proposed in consequence of 
this resolution. 

At the stated meeting of the Academy in March, 1817, the Aca- 
demy adopted, on the recommendation of the Council, the following 
alteration in the by-law respecting the medals : — " That, in place of 
the annual premium, which has been heretofore adjudged to the best 
essays, upon a proposed subject, there be three medals given for the three 
best essays, one in science, one in polite literature, and one in antiquities, 
which shall be read during each session, and which may be deemed by 
the Council to be worthy of publication and of this reward, whether 
the papers be furnished by Members of the Academy or by strangers'; 
that the said prizes shall be adjudged by ballot at some meeting of the 
Council between the 1st of January and the 16th of March in each 
year, to such essays as may have been given in before the first day of 
the year ; that each of these medals shall be of the weight of three 
ounces, and of gold, and shall be called the Cunningham Medal." 

In the following year, the outgoing Council, alleging " the press of 
business," did not dispose of the medals, and requested that the duty 
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might be left to the next Council. Accordingly, on the 13th of April, 
the science medal was adjudged to Archdeacon Brinkley for his essay 
entitled, " Investigations in Physical Astronomy, principally relative 
to the mean motion of the Lunar Apogee." This essay is printed in vol. 
xiii. of the Transactions. No medal appears to have been given for 
polite literature or antiquities in 1818 ; nor in any department in 1819 
or 1820. 

The Committee of 1819 on the Cunningham Medals, of which we 
have already spoken, recommended that "the surplus, if any there be, 
above the expense of the annual medals given by law, should be given 
as medals or other rewards for essays on such subjects as may be pro- 
posed by Council ; the subjects, &c, to be regulated by Council at the 
periods appointed for the adjudication of the Cunningham medals for 
the preceding year, or as soon after as may be convenient — these sub- 
jects to be always specified, and the essays given in, within a year from 
the time of offering the reward ; and, if still there should be a surplus, 
that it should be applied to the increase of the fund." These recom- 
mendations were adopted by the Council. 

The first proposal of subjects for essays in accordance with this 
arrangement is found under the date of May 1, 1820. On the report 
of a Sub- Committee, the Council then resolved that a medal should be 
given for the hest essay upon each of the following subjects : — 

In science — " On the relative ages of the limestone rocks of Ire- 
land;" 

In polite literature — "On the reciprocal influence of the fine arts 
and literature;" 

And in antiquities — "On the origin and nature of the amphithe- 
atrical buildings lately discovered in the south of Ireland." 

Notwithstanding an extension of the time allowed for the sending 
in of these essays, there seems to have been only one produced, on the 
antiquarian subject. The medal was withheld ; but a sum of £10 was 
presented to the author (" Philoteehnos") as a reward for the industry 
and research displayed in its composition. 

In May, 1 822, it was resolved to offer, as formerly, a prize of £50 for 
the best essay on a given subject. The subject selected was — " On the 
means of rendering the sources of national wealth possessed by Ire- 
land most available for the employment of its population." Four 
essays on this question were received. The full amount of the prize 
was given for one, whose author was the Bev. Eichard Eyan ; and ten 
guineas were voted to Dr. Wood, the writer of a second, as a reward 
for his industry and talents. 

The prize question for 1824 was — " The influence of the exten- 
sion of mechanical improvements on the character and happiness of a 
nation." 

A gold medal of the value of £20 was at the same time offered for 
the best essay on the following subject : — " On the nature and influence 
of the Brehon Laws ; and upon the number and authenticity of the 
documents whence information concerning them may be derived, ac- 
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companied by specimens of translations from some of their most interest- 
ing parta" 

Four essays were received on the prize question, and one on the 
subject of the Brehon Laws. The prize of £50 was equally divided 
between the essays of Mr. O'Hanlon and Mr. Sharkey on Mechanical 
Improvements ; and the additional prize was awarded to Mr. O'Reilly, 
for his essay on the Brehon Laws, printed in vol. xiv. of the Transac- 
tions. 

It will be observed that the principal subjects in the two last years, 
as well as on other previous occasions, were of a kind not strictly refer- 
able to any of the three departments of the labours of the Academy, 
being connected with social economy, particularly in its application to 
the circumstances of Ireland. The amount of competition created in 
these instances appears to have encouraged the Academy to make further 
steps in the same course. Three prizes were offered for the year 
1826 :— 

One, not exceeding £50, for the best essay " On the comparative 
state of the poor among ancient and modern nations;" 

One, not exceeding thirty guineas, for the best essay " On the origin 
and progress of Gothic architecture, with reference to the ancient his- 
tory and present state of the remains of such architecture in Ireland ;" 

And one, not exceeding thirty guineas, for the best essay in answer 
to the following queries: — "What are the general indications of 
metals being in any given place; the lines of direction, extent, and 
dipping of the veins, deduced from the appearance of the surface ; and 
the occurrence of different metallic substances found combined or asso- 
ciated in veins or beds ? What is the medium percentage of the value 
of the ores hitherto found in Ireland, and the average cost per ton of 
working and smelting them, with the expense of land and water 
carriage ? It will be necessary that any popular terminology used by 
miners be added and explained, and that a section of a regularly worked 
mine be subjoined." 

Two essays on the state of the poor, and one on Gothic architecture, 
were received. The principal prize was divided between the authors 
of the former, Mr. William Woodcock receiving £35, and Dr. Patrick 
Sharkey, £15. Mr. Thomas Bell received the full prize for his essay 
on Gothic architecture. 

The subject of Irish mines was re-proposed as a prize questionfor 1 827, 
£50 being offered for the best essay ; and an additional prize of thirty 
guineas was offered for the best essay " On the state of architecture in 
Ireland previously to the reign of Henry II." To these was after- 
wards added a third prize of £80 for the best essay on the following 
subject : — " The social and political state of the people of Ireland from 
the commencement of the Christian Era to the twelfth century ; their 
advancement or retrogression in science, literature, and the arts ; and 
the character of their moral and religious opinions, as connected with 
their civil and ecclesiastical institutions, so far as they can be gleaned 
from any original writings prior to the commencement of the sixteenth 
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century, exclusive of those in the Irish and other Celtic languages, as 
such documents may, on a future occasion, be proposed by the Academy 
as a subject of investigation ; every statement to be supported, not by 
reference only, but by extracts in the form of notes or an appendix ; 
and it is expected that every accessible source of information shall be 
examined, under the above limitation." Besides the prize in money, 
the Cunningham Medal was to be given for the best essay on this last 
subject, and additional premiums to others possessing positive merit. 

The Cunningham medal, with the prize of £80, was awarded to 
John D' Alton, Esq., and an additional prize of £40 to Thomas Carrol, 
M. D., for his essay on the same subject. Mr. D' Alton's essay is printed 
in vol. xvi. of the Transactions. The full prize of £50 was adjudged 
to Miss Beaufort for her essay " On the state of architecture and anti- 
quities in Ireland previous to the landing of the Anglo-Normans," 
which is printed in vol. xv. of the Transactions. 

A special prize, not exceeding £20, was offered in June, 1827, for 
the best essay " On the inflections of the nouns and verbs in the Irish 
language, and the proper mode of ascertaining the same ; especially 
with reference to the analogy of the languages with which the Irish is 
supposed to be originally connected." No essay on this subject appears 
to have been sent in. 

The following subjects were proposed in 1828 : — 

1. "To investigate the authenticity of the poems of Ossian, both as 
given in Macpherson's translation, and as published in Gaelic (London, 
1807), under the sanction of the Highland Society of London ; and, on 
the supposition of such poems not being of recent origin, to assign the 
probable era and country of the original poet or poets." 

2. " "Whether we have reason to believe that a change has taken 
place in the climate of Ireland; and, if such change has occurred, 
through what period can we trace it, and to what causes shall we 
assign it ?" 

A sum of £40 was offered for the best essay on each of these sub- 
jects. The full prize was awarded to the Bev. "W. H. Drummond, for 
his essay on the poems of Ossian ; and an additional prize to Edward 
O'Reilly, Esq., for his essay on the same subject. Both these essays 
are printed in vol xvi. of the Transactions. 

Two writers competed for the prize on the climate of Ireland ; but 
the Council were of opinion that the question had not been fully an- 
swered by either of them. 

It was therefore again proposed, the same prize being offered, as 
was also the question relating to the reign of Henry II., £60 being 
offered for the best essay on the latter subject. 

The former prize was obtained by Dr. M'Sweeny, of Cork, whose 
esBay is printed in vol. xvii. of the Transactions ; and a sum of £20 was 
voted to Mr. J. D' Alton, for his essay on the reign of Henry II. 

In August, 1829, it was resolved by the Council that the 1st of 
November in each year should be fixed as the day for receiving prize 
compositions. 
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In 1830, £50 and the gold medal were offered for an approved essay 
" On the Hound Towers of Ireland, in which it is expected that the cha- 
racteristic architectural peculiarities belonging to all those ancient 
buildings now existing shall be noticed, and the uncertainty in which 
their origin and uses are involved be satisfactorily removed." 

The prize essay on this subject was that of Mr. George Petrie, which 
forms vol. xx. of the Transactions, and is probably the most valuable 
contribution ever made to the study of Irish antiquities. A premium 
of £20 was awarded to Mr. Henry O'Brien, for his essay on the same 
subject. 

In 1 83 ] , £50 and the gold medal were offered for an approved essay 
on the question — " Who were the Scoti, and at what period did they 
settle in Ireland ?" This question, having elicited no paper, was repro- 
posed in January, 1833 ; and the following was added, as a second prize 
question : — " The military architecture of Ireland, previous to the arrival 
of the English." One essay on the former subject was sent in, but not 
considered sufficiently appropriate to the question to be regarded as 
competing for the prize. The successful essay on the military archi- 
tecture of Ireland was produced by Mr. George Petrie, who received for 
it a prize of £50 and the gold medal. It is much to be regretted that 
this essay, which on the 14th April, 1834, was ordered to be printed 
in the Transactions, has never since appeared. 

In April, 1834, the Council unanimously resolved that the Cunning- 
ham Medal be presented to Professor (now Sir "Win. E.) Hamilton, as 
the author of the mathematical paper read by him during the last 
session, being the well-known supplement to his essay " On Systems of 
Rays," in which he predicted from theory the phenomenon of conical 
refraction. 

In June, 1834, the following prize questions were proposed, and 
gold medals, of the value of £20 each, offered for the best essays on 
them : — 

1. "On the analogies of light and heat." 

2. "On the state of civilization in Ireland, between the fifth and 
twelfth centuries, as compared with the neighbouring nations." 

3. " The influence of the Greek and Latin on the modern European 
languages of the Germanic families." 

On the first of these subjects alone an essay appears to have been 
sent in, which, however, was not judged worthy of the prize. 

New rules respecting the awarding of medals were adopted by the 
Council in April, 1838. It was then resolved that one medal be given 
in each year for the best essay communicated for publication during the 
three preceding years, in the following cycle of subjects : — 

1. "Mathematics." 

2. "Physics." 

3. " Natural history." 

That one medal be also given in each year for the best essay, com- 
municated for publication during the three preceding years, in the fol- 
lowing cycle of subjects : — 
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1. " Polite literature." 

2. "Antiquities." 

3. "Polite literature, or antiquities." 

And, as a first application of the new rules, it was resolved, 

That two medals be given, one for the best essay in mathematics, 
and the other for the best essay in polite literature, read during the 
three years preceding the 1st January, 1837 : 

That two medals be given, one for the best essay in physics, and 
the other for the best essay in antiquities, read during the three years 
preceding the 1st January, 1838 : 

That two medals be given, one for the best essay in natural history, 
and the other for the best essay in polite literature or antiquities, read 
during the three years preceding 1st January, 1839. 

The first of the medals given under this system of rotation was 
awarded to Professor M'Cullagh, for his beautiful memoir "On the Laws 
of Crystalline Reflexion and Eefraction." 

The first medal in physics was awarded (January 21, 1839,) to Dr. 
Apjohn, for his paper " On a New Method of investigating the Specific 
Heats of Gases." 

A medal was awarded, June 3rd, 1839, to Dr. Petrie, for his paper 
" On the History and Antiquities of Tara Hill." These three valuable 
memoirs are all printed in vol. xviii. of the Transactions. 

In the case submitted to Counsel respecting the Cunningham 
Medals in May, 1843, the following passage occurs, which seems parti- 
cularly deserving of attention : — " The Academy have not given any 
premium since 1838. [This statement, however, does not appear to 
be strictly correct.] The essays worthy of prizes having generally 
been found to be written by members of the Council, has caused remiss- 
ness in that body, with whom the prize questions originate, in continuing 
a system which operates in a great measure for their own benefit, and 
which is calculated to expose them to much odium in their decisions." 
Notwithstanding the existence of the difficulty here expressed, the dis- 
tribution of medals on the principle of triennial cycles was resumed in 
the following month, June, 1843. The medal in physics for 1838, 39, 
40, was awarded to Dr. (now Sir Robert) Kane, for his paper " On the 
Nature and Constitution of the Compounds of Ammonia," printed in 
vol. xix. of the Transactions. 

No medals appear to have been awarded between this period and 
the year 1848. 

In March of that year the following new regulations respecting the 
awarding of medals were adopted by the Council, on the recommendation 
of a Committee which had been appointed to consider the subject : — 

"1. That medals given under the Cunningham Bequest be open to 
the authors of all works or essays in the departments of Science, Polite 
Literature, or Antiquities, which shall be printed and published in Ire- 
land, or which shall relate to Irish subjects. 
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"1. That the award of medals be taken into consideration by the 
Council every third year, at the first meeting after the 16th of March, 
and that it be confined to papers or works published -within the six 
years preceding. 

" 3. That the Council shall, from time to time, grant money pre- 
miums for reports or essays upon stated subjects, reserving to themselves 
the power of printing the papers, or not, as they deem expedient." 

Medals were adjudged in April, 1848 — 

1. To Sir "William R. Hamilton, for his researches respecting Qua- 
ternions, published in the Transactions of the Academy ; 

2. To the Rev. Samuel Haughton, for his memoir " On the Equili- 
brium and Motion of Solid and Fluid Bodies," printed in vol xxi. of the 
Transactions. 

3. To the Rev. Edward Hincks, D.D., for his various papers on 
Egyptian and Persepolitan writing, published in the Transactions ; and, 

4. To John O'Donovan, Esq., for his contributions to the Transactions 
of the Irish Archaeological Society, his Irish Grammar, and his edition 
of the Annals of the Four Masters. 

On October 6, 1851, a medal was awarded to the Rev. J. H. Jellett, 
for his Treatise on the Calculus of Variations. 

On February 1, 1858, medals were awarded, in science — 

To Edward J. Cooper, Esq., M.P., for his catalogue of ecliptic stars; 
and to the Rev. George Salmon, for his researches on the geometry of 
plane curves. 

In polite literature — 

To the Rev. Dr. "Wall, for his work " On the Ancient Orthography of 
the Jews, and the Present State of the Text of the Hebrew Bible." 

And in antiquities — 

To the Rev. Dr. Reeves, for his new edition of Adamnan's "Life 
of St. Columba." 

"We have now completed our historical sketch, which, we trust, will 
not be without utility in assisting the judgment of the Academy with 
respect to the most advisable mode of applying in future the proceeds 
of the Cunningham Fund. 

It was Resolved, — That the Report of the Council now read be 
received and adopted. 

The ballots for the annual election of President, Council, and Officers, 
having been scrutinized in the face of the Academy, the President re- 
ported that the following gentlemen were duly elected : — 

Peesident The Very Rev. Dean Graves, D. D. 

Council. — Rev. Geo. Salmon, D.D. ; Rev. Samuel Haughton, M. A. ; 
Rev. J. H. Jellett, M. A. ; Robert W. Smith, M. D. ; Rev. Joseph A. Gal- 
braith,M. A.; Sir W. R. Hamilton, LL. D. ; and James Apjohn, M. D. : 
on the Committee of Science. 
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Eev. Samuel Butcher, D.D. ; Rev. Joseph Carson, D. D.; John Kells 
Ingram, LL.D. ; Digby P. Starkey, M. A. ; John Anster, LL. D. ; J. F. 
Waller, LL.D. ; and D. F. M'Carfhy, Esq. : on the Committee of Polite 
Literature. 

John T. Gilbert, Esq. ; Rev. "William Reeves, D. D. ; Eugene Curry, 
Esq. ; William R. Wilde, M.D.; George Petrie, LL.D.; W. H. Hardinge, 
Esq. ; and Rev. Jas. H. Todd, D.D. : on the Committee of Antiquities. 

Treasurer. — Rev. Joseph Carson, D.D. 

Seceeiaey of the Academy. — Rev. William Reeves, D.D. 

Secretary of the Council. — John Kells Digram, LL. D. 

Seceeiaey of Foreign Cobrespondence. — Rev. Samuel Butcher, 
D.D. 

Librarian. — John T. Gilbert, Esq. 

Clerk, Assistant Librarian, and Curator of the Museum. — Ed- 
ward Clibborn, Esq. 

The Rev. James H. Todd, D. D., then left the chair, which having 
been occupied by the Very Rev. Charles Graves, D. D., 

It was moved by Sir W. R. Hamilton, LL. D., and seconded by the 
Rev. William Reeves, D. D., and 

Resolved, — That the cordial acknowledgments of this Academy are 
due, and are hereby presented, to their late President, the Rev. James 
Henthorn Todd, D. D., for the dignity and courtesy with which he has 
filled the chair, and the untiring zeal which he has displayed in pro- 
moting the objects of the Academy. 

The President nominated under his hand and seal the following 
Vice-Peesidents. — Sir William R. Hamilton, LL.D.; Rev. Samuel 

Butcher, D. D. ; Wm. R. Wilde, M. D. ; and the Rev. James Henthorn 

Todd, D. D. 

The Academy then adjourned. 



MONDAY, APRIL 8, 1861. 

Very Rev. Charles Geaves, D.D., President, in the Chair. 

The Hon. Judge Berwick ; Alfred Hudson, M. D. ; George Nixon, M. D. ; 
William J. Sargeant, Esq. ; J. S. Sloane, Esq., C.E. ; and Joseph Wilson, 
Esq. ; were elected members of the Academy. 

The President delivered the following Inaugural Address : — 

the peesident's address. 

Mr Lords and Gentlemen, — In entering upon the office of Pre- 
sident of the Royal Irish Academy, I feel that it is my first duty 
to return you my sincere and cordial thanks for the great honour 
which you have conferred upon me in calling me to this Chair. 
That honour, with the responsibility which accompanies it, would 



